Survival of patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the supraglottic larynx--thirty-five-year experience with radiotherapy.
A retrospective comparison of treatment policies in two institutions revealed a change in the reliance on radiotherapy. Since 1978, high-energy, high-dosage radiotherapy has played a prominent role in the primary therapy of squamous cell carcinoma of the supraglottic larynx. Statistically, the overall determinate survival rate has improved compared with results during the preceding period, but the death rate from intercurrent disease and second primary cancers has remained unchanged. Improved cancer control and patient survival were restricted to clinical tumor stages III, T4N0, and T4N1. The choice of primary therapy and the radiation dose and fractionation pattern were important variables influencing the survival. A description of the data is followed by a critical analysis of the significance of the findings, in view of the fact that the treatments were performed in two different institutions at different time periods.